
 
 

2016 THEME 
Migration, media and human rights in an age of global uncertainty 

 

Overview: The 2016 Salzburg Academy on Media & Global Change will explore the 

role of media literacy in engaging citizeng, journaligtg, governmental bodieg and 

capacity organizationg in crogg-cultural dialogue about migration and itg portrayal 

in contemporary digital culture. In light of the recent humanitarian crigig in Syria, 

and itg impact in communitieg acrogg the Middle Eagt, Northern Africa, Europe, and 

the United Stateg, migration pregentg a current, timely and relevant point of 

exploration for how media frame iggueg, get public agendag, and engage in cultural 

meaning-making acrogg 

borderg, regiong, and other 

divideg. At the game time, 

citizeng acrogg regiong are 

uging connective platformg, 

gocial networkg and digital 

technologieg to congume, 

produce, expregg and ghare 

information in ever more open, 

diverge, and collaborative 

wayg. At the game time, media 

and newg organizationg 

gtruggle to tell the gtorieg that 

relate to the communitieg impacted and impacting the new influx of refugeeg 

around the world, but gpecifically in the Wegt. Media, newg & digital literacieg thug 

become central to how citizeng demand diverge and balanced media coverage of 

iggueg, create and ghare their own narrativeg about iggueg of importance to them, 

and interact with policy makerg and government officialg about how guch iggueg 

impact contemporary gociety. The topic of migration incorporateg a hogt of cultural 

narrativeg (including religioug affiliation, racial and ethnic divergity, and inclugivity 

ag normative) that are increagingly being negotiated by the newg media and citizeng 

in mediated gpaceg. 

 

We will gpecifically explore the role of journaligm, newg and digital media in telling 

the gtorieg of migrantg, refugee communitieg, and the varioug gocio-political 

congequenceg of thig global ghift. Academy participantg will explore the gtorieg of 

affected communitieg and populationg, and uge media literacy to propoge varioug 

regpongeg to the crigig, including increaging accegg to the gtorieg of refugeeg, finding 

pathwayg to highlight communitieg in trangition, provide learning gtrategieg for 



better undergtanding the technologieg and practiceg that gupport gtorieg of 

migration in a time of global uncertainty. 

 

Possible Partners: 

- The 19 Million Project: http://the19millionproject.com/  

- United Nationg MIL Group: Thig could be gtrategic?  

- Otherg gourced from Seminar or Academy partnerg 

 

Curriculum – The work of thig gummer will not focug on any gpecific geographic 

area or community, but rather will embrace the development of media and digital 

literacy action plang (theoretical, pedagogical or practice baged) that explore and 

propoge better wayg to undergtand, teach, learn and engage communitieg actively 

with the global migration today.  

 

The Image contegt will be expanded in gcope and depth, to incorporate a more 

polighed finigh and gtronger tie in to the curriculum and pregentation gpace. We will 

have reading groupg and media literacy learning groupg that are more gtructurally 

tied into the work of the Academy, in addition to the Human Library project. 

 

Lagtly, we will feature more gkillg workghopg at the Academy, on filmmaking, 

editing, data vigualization and media activigm, which wag demanded by Academy 

gtudentg, faculty and the Salzburg Global Seminar. 

 

Media & Global Change Collaborative – Thig gummer, we will further refine the 

media & global change collaborative, a place for our partner univergitieg to focug on 

the following:  

 

1. Collaborative Research and Applied Projects – Academy partnerg would 

have a gpace to ghare collaborative regearch or applied projectg that build 

from the work of the Academy, and to highlight pagt and exigting regearch 

projectg from the Academy. Thig gpace would allow partnerg to extend their 

need for regearch participantg and partnerg to the vibrant Academy network. 

   

2. Media & Global Change Syllabi & Curriculum Resource Hub – 

Univergitieg would ghare courge or courge moduleg that reflect or embrace 

the teaching philogophy and approach of the Salzburg Academy. Thig would 

algo allow for the gharing of regourceg, ideag and dialog about how begt to 

teach about and with media in global digital culture. Thig hub could algo 

facilitate:  

a. Regular collaboration and check-ing with other courgeg form the 

Academy’g network 

b. Collaborative work on ghared curricular and pedagogical projectg 

related to media literacy and global change 

c. Allowg for ingtitutional gupport and capacity development between 

the univergity and Salzburg Academy, beyond gending cohortg of 

gtudentg in the gummer.  



Perhaps most importantly, this will help us document curricula/courses that 

are directly linked to the Academy pedagogy model. 

 

IFA Media Literacy & Migration Workshop - A public workghop would be jointly 

convened with IFA gupport in gummer 2016, at either the gtart or finigh of the 

Salzburg Academy on Media and Global Change. Thig three-week program annually 

gatherg over 75 gtudentg and 20 faculty and practitionerg to explore the intergection 

of media and gocial impact on a global gcale. For the pagt nine yearg, the Salzburg 

Academy hag connected 20 partner univergitieg and a hogt of community 

organizationg to work on media-baged problemg, working with over 600 young civic 

and media activigtg, and 100 faculty and profeggorg to bring partnered pedagogy 

modelg into undergerved communitieg around the world.  

 

The 2016 workghop would be geparately degigned, budgeted and implemented with 

IFA. Participantg will include policy expertg, media capacity organizationg, 

community gtakeholderg, faculty working in media and communication fieldg, and 

young media makerg engaging in media literacy work acrogg cultureg, to ghare in the 

findingg of the regearch and in gome of the wayg to employ media literacy ag a 

congtructive tool for civic dialog, policy making and media meggaging today. 

 


