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JOZEF SEDLAK - VEDLAJSi PRODUKT (S fotografiou uZ nebojujem)

Fotograf, dokumentarista, pedagdg aautor publikacii o fotografii, JOZEF SEDLAK (1958), predstavuje autorsky
vystavu digitalnych fotografii tzv. ,vedlajSich produktov”, ktoré vytvoril a pozhieral pocas viac ako 10 rokov prace na
waorkshopoch a projektoch v Bratislave i v ramci Slovenska. Obrazovy depozit reprezentuje Gasové obdobie od roku
2010 do 2024 a ,zaznamenava verejny priestor ako tvorivo-analyticky priestor, vytvarajlci potencial na interpretaciu
hibSej previazanosti obrazu na socioldgiu, filozofiu, kulturologiu, sucasnu postmodernd estetiku, Gi obsahoveé a vizualne
kontrasty verejného prostredia ako protipdlu komercného vnimania urbanneho prostredia. Fotografie identifikuju vergjny
priestor ako metaforu, a v symbolike vypovedi sa autor nevyhyba bizarnosti, groteske, pogtike kritického pohladu.”

\lyber snimok a ,postproduktov” zo $irSej kolekcie vystizne reflektuje pdly, medzi ktorymi Sedldkov zaujem dihorotne
osciluje, a to medzi ,Gistym" dokumentom na jednej strane a jeho ,iniciatnym"” zaujmom o konceptudinu fotografiu,
alebo v tomto pripade o konceptualny rozmer dokumentu, na strane druhej. MnoZstvo materialu svedéi o neslabnicom
zaujme autora 0 zhieranie paradoxov a ,surrealnych” momentov v ramei kazdodennosti. Mnozstvo sa javi ako klliGove,
pretoze fotograficky zachytené necakané a nevyhladané momenty vydaju obyGajne len zlomok vizualne a narativne
nasytenych zaberov. Jozef Sedlak ich na aktualnej vystave v Stredoeuropskom dome fotografie Uspesne zhromazdil
takmer 50.

,Projekt ma dve obrazové linie, ktoré sa kanceptudine prelinaju. Prva je nemanipulovany Zivy dokument reagujci na
kauzalne videnie a reprezentdciu reality — priamu vecnost a tichy lyrizmus. Autor zaznamendva situdcie, udalosti
a miesta, ako jednotlivost autenticity (zko prepojenej na uvaZzovanie tu a teraz. Druhd linia vychadza z moznosti
postprodukénej manipuldcie reality, ktora v ramci Sedej zony (plochy) priznanej na fotografiach, zneistuje a vyvolava
hybridizaciu referenta ako reakciu na pravdivost obrazu. , Sedlak ale s fotkami manipuluje velmi opatrne, len na hranici
uveritelnosti a svoje zasahy ma potrebu Gestne priznat a vizualne ich zaramovat. Sedd zona jasne vyznacuje pole
experimentu, kde autor testuje pozornost divaka a pohrava sa s doveryhodnostou fotografického obrazu, respektive
s eventuainou moznostou jeho neddveryhodnosti.

Silvia L. Cazyova

Jozef Sedlak vyStudoval odbor umeleckej fotografie na filmovej a televiznej fakulte Akadémii muzickych umeni v Prahe (1984). 0d
roku 2006 je internym pedagdgom na Fakulte masmedidinej komunikacie Univerzity sv. Cyrila a Metoda v Trnave. V sucasnosti je
vedtcim Ateliéru komunikdcie v médiu fotografie na Katedre umeleckej komunikdcie FMK UCM v Trnave. Externe posobil na Vysokej
Skole vytvarnych umeni, Katedra fotografie a novych médif, Bratislava (1991 - 2021).

Okrem pedagogickej &innosti sa venuje tvarivej, vystavnej a editorskej ginnosti. Individuaing a kolektivne vystavoval v §tatoch Ceskd
republika, Rakusko, Madarsko, Nemecko, Taliansko, Anglicko, Svédsko, Grécko, Franctizko, Polsko, Rusko, Japonska, USA. Jeho
diela st zastupené v domacich a zahranicnych indtituciach: Slovenska narodna galéria, Bratislava; Uméleckoprimyslové museum,
Praha; FMK Galéria, Budapest: The Museum of Instant Images, Tilburg, Holansko; Galéria umelcov Spisa, Spisska Nova Ves; Mizeum
a kulturne centrum juzneho Zemplina, TrebiSov; Galéria umenia Ernesta Zmetaka, Nove Zamky; Kniznica Trnavskej Univerzity, Trnava;
\lybor dobré viile, Nadacia Olgy Havlovej, Praha; Mizeum fotografie, Stredoeuropsky dom fotografie, Bratislava; Verejnd kniznica
J. Bocatia, galéria Nova, KoSice; Naddcia Murray Forbes, The Navigator Foundation, Massachusetts, USA; Toronto/London based
Archive of Modern Conflict: Collection of photography during socialism in Central Europe; The Clarence Ward Art Library at Oberlin
College in Oberlin, Chio, USA.

Za svoju tvorbu bol viackrat oceneny: Plaketa a Cena Madarskej republiky na medzindrodnom vytvarnom festivale, Budapest:
Bienale volngho vytvarmného umenia 2010, Cena Slovenskej vytvamej unie, Bratislava; Cena ,Pocta Narodného osvetového centra”
za celozivotny prinos pre amatérsku fotografiu; Cena Fra Angelico, vizudlne umenie, Konferencia biskupov Slovenska; Biendle
volného vytvarného umenia 2024, Cestné uznanie, SVU, Bratislava.

JOZEF SEDLAK — BY-PRODUCT (I No Longer Fight Photography)

JOZEF SEDLAK (1958), a photographer, documentarian, pedagogue, and author of publications on photography, presents
his author's exhibition of digital photographs, referred to as ,by-products,” which he created and collected over a period
of more than ten years during workshops and projects in Bratislava and Slovakia. The collection showcases images
from the years 2010 to 2024 and ,captures the public space as a creative-analytical realm, offering potential for
interpreting the images' deeper connections to sociology, philosophy, cultural studies, contemporary post-modern
aesthetics, as well as the content and visual contrasts of the public environment juxtaposed with the commercial
perception of urban surroundings. The photographs depict public space as a metaphor, and the author's statement
embraces the bizarre, grotesque, and poetics of a critical perspective within its symbolism”.

The selection of images and ,post-products’ from a broader collection effectively reflects Sedlak's enduring interests,
which have oscillated between the ,pure’ documentary style and his ,initiation’ interest in conceptual photography,
or in this case, the conceptual aspect of documentation. The abundance of material underscores the author's
steadfast interest in capturing paradoxes and ,surreal’ moments from everyday life. This quantity seems crucial, as
photographically captured, unsearched moments typically yield only a fraction of visually and narratively compelling
images. Jozef Sedlak successfully collected almost 50 of them for the current exhibition at the Central European House
of Photography.

The project consists of two conceptual image lines that intertwine. The first line comprises unmanipulated live
documentation, responding to the causal vision and representation of reality — embodying direct objectivity and quiet
lyricism. The author captures situations, events, and places with singular authenticity closely linked to thinking here
and now. The second line is based on the possibility of post-production manipulation of reality. Within the grey area
visible in the photographs, this manipulation confuses and induces the hybridisation of the referent as a reaction to the
truth of the image. However, Sedlak handles image manipulation with great care, teetering on the brink of believability,
and feels compelled to acknowledge the interventions made to visually frame them. The grey area delineates the field
of experimentation, testing the viewer's attention and playing with the credibility of the photographic image, while
exploring the potential for its absence.

Silvia L. Cuzyova

Jozef Sedlak graduated from the Department of Art Photography at the Film and Television Faculty of the Academy of Performing
Arts in Prague in 1984. Since 2006, he has been teaching at the Faculty of Mass Media Communication of the University of Ss.
Cyril and Methodius in Trnava. Currently, he serves as the Head of the Studio of Communication in the Photographic Medium at the
Department of Artistic Communication of the Faculty of Massmedia Communication, University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava.
He also worked externally at the Academy of Fine Arts and Design, Department of Photography and New Media, Bratislava, from
1991 to 2021,

In addition to his pedagogical activities, Sedlak is actively involved in creative, exhibition, and editorial endeavours. His works have
been exhibited in solo as well as group exhibitions across various countries, including the Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, Germany,
Italy, England, Sweden, Greece, France, Poland, Russia, Japan, and the USA. His works are represented in both domestic and foreign
institutions, such as the Slovak National Gallery in Bratislava, the Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, the FMK Gallery in Budapest,
The Museum of Instant Images in Tilburg, The Netherlands, and many others.

Sedlak has received multiple awards for his artistic contributions, including the Plaque and Prize of the Republic of Hungary at the
International Art Festival in Budapest, the Prize of the Slovak Union of Visual Arts at the Biennial of Free Fine Arts 2010 in Bratislava,
the ,Tribute of the National Education Centre” for lifetime contribution to amateur photography, the Fra Angelico Award for Visual Art
from the Bishops' Conference of Slovakia, and an Honorary Mention from the Slovak Union of Visual Arts at the Biennial of Free Fine
Arts 2024 in Bratislava.



